
Regular City Council
AGENDA ITEM 11.

Agenda Item: Discuss and Possibly Act Upon A License Agreement Between
the City of Brenham and Mescalito Coffee LTD Co. Related to the
Construction of a Downtown Parklet Adjacent to 100 E. Alamo
Street, Brenham, Texas and Authorize the Mayor to Execute Any
Necessary Documentation

Meeting Type: Regular Meeting-January 19, 2023

Department: Main Street

Staff Contact: Susan Cates

SUMMARY STATEMENT:
On June 16, 2022 City Council adopted by Resolution the Downtown Parklet Manual to
regulate parklets in the Downtown Brenham district. Following approval of the Parklet
Manual by City Council, the initial window for applications was established from July 1-
August 30. During this initial application period there was only one application received
on July 1, 2022 from the owners of Mescalito Coffee, Jared Anderson and Kathleen
Matthews. Staff reviewed the application and finds that the proposed parklet meets the
goals Council established in the Parklet Manual. Attached memo more fully outlines the
staff review.

ATTACHMENTS:
(1) Memo Regarding Staff Review of Mescalito Parklet Applicaton
(2) Mescalito Parklet Application with Exhibits
(3) Mescalito License Agreement Executed J Anderson

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Approve a License Agreement between the City of Brenham and Mescalito Coffee LTD
Co. related to the construction of a downtown parklet adjacent to 100 E. Alamo Street,
Brenham, Texas and authorize the Mayor to execute any necessary documentation.



 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Mayor Tate and City Council 
 

From:  Susan Cates, Director of Economic Development   
 

Subject: Parklet Application – Mescalito Coffee 
 

Date:  January 12, 2023 
   

 
On June 16, 2022 City Council adopted by Resolution the Downtown Parklet Manual to regulate parklets 
in the Downtown Brenham district. Months of work by City Staff, Main Street Board, and City Council 
went into creating a Manual that provides careful guidance for this public amenity by outlining specific 
details for where parklets could be developed, how many would be allowed in the District, and who is 
responsible for each aspect involved. The Parklet Manual creation process was deliberated in multiple 
public meetings including five appearances on the City Council Agenda and seven on the Main Street 
Board Agenda. It was covered by local media frequently over the months of deliberation (by my count, 
nine articles on KWHI and five in the Brenham Banner-Press). Main Street staff had many discussions 
with stakeholders including business owners and property owners. Businesses are by nature risk-averse, 
so adopting this type of document, which provides detailed step-by-step information for the business 
owner, is one reason that Brenham is known as a business-friendly community. Just getting to the point 
of submitting an application for a parklet involves significant cost for a business, so understanding the 
pathway to approval mitigates the risk of investment. 
 
Following approval of the Parklet Manual by City Council, the initial window for applications was 
established from July 1-August 30.  The application window allowed for all businesses that met the 
criteria and wished to install a parklet adjacent to their business to apply and have an even chance to 
seek approval. During this initial application period there was only one application received on July 1, 
2022 from the owners of Mescalito Coffee, Jared Anderson and Kathleen Matthews.  
 
Mescalito’s application meets all the criteria as summarized below and further detailed in the attached 
application packet: 

• Located in the Downtown Brenham Historic Overlay District 

• Not on TXDoT right-of-way: Main or Alamo Street (proposed parklet on Park St) 

• Business primarily sells food or beverage (food handling permit attached to application) 

• Located adjacent to the establishment where on-street parking spaces exist and is less than or 
equal to the footprint of the building (map included with application) 

• There is no parklet already on the block (currently the only parklet is on South Baylor at 96West) 



 

 

• The parklet is within a dedicated parking lane in the right-of-way and will occupy no more than 
two parallel spaces or three angled spaces (proposed parklet to occupy two parallel spaces) 

• The parklet will not impede flow of drainage (the elevation of the proposed structure will not 
impede drainage as verified by Dane Rau and Shawn Bolenbarr) 

• The parklet will not impede pedestrian or vehicular traffic (submitted plans show that parklet 
does not cover any of the existing sidewalk nor does it encroach outside of the parking spaces 
into roadway) 

• The parklet must not be placed in a manner that restricts access to any dumpsters, garbage 
receptacles, private or public utilities nor be placed over any utility appurtenances, fire 
hydrants, valves, manholes, meters, etc. (Dane Rau and Shawn Bolenbarr performed a visual 
inspection of the proposed area to verify compliance with this requirement) 

• The parklet will not create a site distance/visibility problem for vehicular traffic (the set-back of 
the proposed parklet is flush with the front of the existing building per the submitted plans and 
therefore does not change the site line that currently exists) 

• The sponsor is in good standing with any required payment with the City of Brenham (verified 
with Courtney Dudenhoffer in Utilities as of January 11, 2023) 

 
As per the Parklet Manual, City Staff consisting of Jeana Bellinger, City Secretary; Shawn Bolenbarr, 
Public Utility Project Manager; Monique Breaux, Main Street Manager; Susan Cates, Director of 
Economic Development; Stephanie Doland, Director of Development Services; and Dane Rau, Director of 
Public Works met to review the application. There were a few questions from the application regarding 
dimensions, utilities, and drainage. The staff review team researched those items and gathered 
additional information, and in a subsequent meeting agreed unanimously that Mescalito’s application 
met all criteria established by Council in the Parklet Manual.  
 
The next step per the Parklet Manual was to forward a license agreement to the owners of Mescalito for 
their review and acceptance. Karen Stack modified the license agreement that the City executed with 
96West, as 96West has exclusive use of their parklet (not open to the public) during their hours of 
operation. If approved by Council, Mescalito proposes to allow the Parklet to be open for public use 
anytime and will not limit the use of the parklet to Mescalito patrons. Even though the proposed 
parklet’s use is open for and encourages use by all downtown visitors, including patrons of other food 
and beverage establishments, Mescalito agrees to the cleaning and maintenance terms in the Parklet 
License Agreement. 
 
The proposed executed license agreement was submitted to the City by Jared Anderson on December 9, 
2022 and is presented to City Council for review and consideration of this public-private partnership in 
enhancing Downtown Brenham. Staff finds the proposed parklet meets the goals of the Parklet Manual 
as if approved the Parklet will: 

• Contribute to the aesthetics of the streetscape, provide an economical solution to the need for 
increased public spaces downtown, and provide amenities such as seating and landscaping; and 

• Provide benefit to the entire Downtown community including adjacent businesses and visitors 
by attracting more people to Downtown where they will have additional seating opportunities 
and a sense of place to further shop, eat, relax, and experience all Downtown has to offer.  
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